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the author that in English books ones, and /. i. are not used as abbreviations for "one- 
self" and "for instance," nor is an introductory colon commonly inserted in the middle 
of a clause or phrase. 

Fred Newton Scott. 
University of Michigan. 



Colloquia Maturini Corderii Galli. Edidit Arcadius Avellanus. Philadelphia, 

1904. 

Readers of Boswell who have been interested in Br. Johnson's short-lived gram- 
mar school near Lichfield must have inquired curiously as to the Corderius whose 
name figures so prominently in the prospectus of studies. An answer to their question 
for which they had, perhaps, consulted in vain their favorite encyclopedia, has recently 
been given in three interesting articles in the School Review by Professor Watson. 1 
Now, thanks to this edition of Arcadius Avellanus, we welcome the opportunity of 
reading the greater part of the original text of Corderius's famous schoolbook, which 
for two hundred and fifty years or more did noble service in various parts of Europe. 

In this edition are included three of the four books into which Corderius divided 
his work together with certain colloquies from the fourth, sometimes considerably 
altered by the editor, it is true, to avoid monotony or in an attempt to improve the 
Latinity. In addition, the editor has introduced several new colloquia, written to 
illustrate his theory of the availability of Latin as a universal language. In the second 
book Colloquium LXII, for example, discusses geographical subjects and particularly 
the condition of Spain since the Spanish-American War, while Colloquium LXVII 
is suggested by a recent smallpox scare in Philadelphia— two topics that might well 
baffle a university honor-man in Latin composition. 

The annotations, which are entirely in Latin, treat mainly of syntax and the choice 
of words, but add also some interesting bits of information as to school customs. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the editor sometimes allows himself the luxury of indulging his pet 
prejudices, as when he pours out his wrath upon German philologians, not content 
to dismiss them with his first judgment: "nee vana philologia, curiositatum pruritusi 
curam merentur." Many aspirants for the doctorate in our coeducational universities 
will perhaps be shocked to read " ex imperitia Latinitatis etiam in usum venit mulieres 
Doctores' appellare, quod grammaticae repugnat." 

A little more attention to these same despised philologians might have saved the 
editor from the error of referring one of the Disticha Calonis to Cato the Censor and 
from the questionable Latinity of "qui se nubunt." 

It is a matter of regret, too, that the proofreading has been rather careless, so that 
many typographical errors mar an otherwise attractive and useful edition. For it 
can well be believed that this sixteenth-century textbook may have more than a passing 
historical interest for the present-day teacher of Latin in our secondary schools. To 
classes weary from the toil of Cscsar's marches, or with ears dulled by the fierceness 
of Cicero's invectives, many of these simple little dialogues would afford a pleasing 
diversion. And not the least of the advantages to be derived from a moderate use of 
Latin conversation in the classroom would be that of furnishing a corrective to that 

'Foster Watson, "Maturinus Corderius: The School-Master of Calvin," 
School Review, April, September, and November, 1904. 
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monotonous and expressionless reading of the classics which one is so frequently pained 

to hear even from college students. 

Edward A. Bechtel. 
The University of Chicago. 
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